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Hay 15, 19852

Dear Bud:

It was my understanding, when I telephoned you some weoks
ago, that you had eompleted the study of the Battle for
Leyte Gulf, I have been awalting your sommnts with
interest so that I gmy incorporate them in our oopy which
we are preparing for publieation in probably early PFall,
as 1t takes that long to get 1t out of the Government

Printing Offiece.

Captain Minter of Weather Centrel who 1s working up the
weather for the scharts and - by the way is doing a swell
job - may find 1t necesssry to have a copy of this study.
¥ have suggested to him that, in view of the fast you have
completed your reasding, you might be willing to let him
take your copy. BHowever, I also sdvised him that should
you need the book or should you have made changes in it
which I should have here, he, Captain NMinter, will not de

ellowed %o have that copy.

The reason for offering him your copy is not only the faet
that you sasy you are through with 1%, but that we have no

other spare copy here which 1s not being used,

With best regards and with hopes that I will be hearing
from you soon, I sm,

Your o0ld friend,

R.W. BATES,

Rear Aédmirsl E.B, Yeomans, USK,
Room 4A684, Pentagon Building,
Wavy Department,

Washington 25, D.C.




May 13, 1952

Dear Rollol

% think when I told you that you didn't have to »rush
through the Battle for Leyte Gulf draft which I sent,
I erred, for I should like to hear from you now, 1f I
can,

We sre finishing up the Japanese side and I desire to
meld the Americen and Japanese sides together as soon
a8 I can, Normelly I wouldn't ocare, but as I told you
before my staff i3 being changed as of June snd I must
complete thes book - that is the meet factors of the
book - prior to 1 July, NMsy I ssk you to let me have
the bock back 23 soon as you can with your recommendat-
.ions, 4f eny? :

Needless to say, I sppreciste throughly your willingness
to read my draft sinee it is tims consuming., X sl1so
sppreciate 1t because, having observed your reading of

Savo XIslsnd, I know that you will do a fine jJob.

With very best regards to you snd to Bill Callaghasn, I
am, as ever,

Your old friend,

R.¥W, BATES,

Rear Admirel R.E. Wilson, Usg’
Foom 1002, T-B mj.ldinsp
NoclLean Gardens,

39th & Newerk, NW,

Washington, D.C.




May 23, 1952

7

Dear Mr, Johnson:

I scoept the dates of XMay 28th and 29th at Pilm Graphiecs,
although I do not plsn to leave here before the morning
of the 28th. I should, therefore, be at Film Oraphics
somewhere sround ncot. I plan to depaert in the evening

of May 29th for Newport,

I eppreciated both of your notes snd in particular your
letter of May 14th wherein you discussed some of your

concepts,

Very freankly I sm not smnticipating any particular diffiecule
tles with you or Nr, Blair, but in view of the terrific
mess with the Audio Producticns over Midway where the
producer snd the msnufascturer felt they knew more about my

}
book then I did, I must ensure that there 1s no repetition.

I went you to know that in this whole thing I am extremely
friendly end open to variastions within limits, but as I
told Captein Ruddy, I cannot permit chenges in the format

of the book,.

Locking forward to seeing you, I =m,
Very sincerely yours,

R.W. BATES,

Mr. Garrett I. Johnson,

U.S. Eaval Photographic Center,
Faval Air Statioen,

Anscostia 20, D.C.




Dear Mr. Cassldy:

With reference to the pay for Mr, Kawaksml should you
sign him up as a G8~12, I feel that that is a matter
which you know how to handle much better than I do.
Mr. Eawakam! stated in his letter to me that he would
prefer to remain on contract as he now is and would .
aceopt glddly the seme rate of pay that he has now,
In cther words, it is not the money so much as the
prestige that he seems to be oconcerned with, BHe appears
to feel thai if he gote & reting less than & GS&12 it
will prejudice him in your eyes as well as other eyes
elsewhers,

¥r. Kawakani 1s not an ordinsry translator. He has a
very excellent knowledge of Japanese and understands
quite well what went on in the Japanese war on the
Japanese sldes He now has to review my draft of the
Japenese side of this battle, which at the present

time 1s some 277 pagez. He has to review thiz to be
sure that what is stated is correot and in aceordance
with the Japanese data availsble, He is not recelving
it $0 challenge the strategy and tactics., That is wy’
probler and mine slone.

¥r, Kawakami 13 of the opinion that this translation
Job should expire in about six monthas I do not
believe this for not only do we have the translations
to do of the reports of many Japanese ships which
have not as yet been ftranalated but also we are get-
ting sixz rolls of microfilm from Tokyo whieh will
have to be scanned and translated where peritinent,
Mr. Kawekami has the responsibility for scenning this
meterial and deciding whether or not it 1s pertinent
and what should be treanslated.




o2e

From the above you can see that he i1s a quite lu{orior
fellow and I feel that if our Japanese write-up is
correct it will be in a largs part due to him. He is
o:tm:l 1punct1um -and seourate snd surprisingly
withou a8,

I should eppresiate hearing from you as $o your plans 4
this matter,

With meany thenks to you for your help, I ma,
Very sinserely yours,

R.W. BAm.

Nr. B.J. Cassidy, .
g;agélczvzum Personnel Branch,
Room 4D483, Pentagen Building,
Navy Department,

Washington 28, D.C.
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June 2, 1952

Dear Rollo:

Thank you very mmch for your return of my manuseript, for your
comuents thereon, and for ithe devoted time you took to read it
80 carefully. I am returning you, enclosed herewlth, your
personal comments. All of them, execept the item "on page 24
second paragraph," ars clear to me, I have had others read
the paragraph to which you refer, and no answer can be found,
80 1t seems qulite possible that you have indieated the wrong

paracraph,

We have a conciderable amount of Allled intelligence and can
not find, as yet, anything which would indieate how the Palsn
Searches happened to be set up as they were. We went over

that very carefully at the time to ensure that our comments

were right and all references were carefully searched:. I did
not think thet the method of making these searches, that 1s

the barrier searches from Peleu to protect TF 38 on October

8th, 9th and 1llth, had been preseribed by Commander THIRD Fleet.
Instead I thought and I still think that these searches had been
ordered by CTG 30,5 = Fleet Alr Wing One, and were his idee of
solving the problem. Commander THIRD Fleet merely ordered CTG
3?;5 tg “%ntercept ané destroy enemy search eircraft in vicinity
[ »] TF 8.‘

As regards the ecomment sbout dawn air searches preceding carrier
strikes, I thoroughly concur with jour views that it is often
unwise to launch sueh an aifr search lest the eir sesrch gzive the
surprise factor away,

That situation did not apply at Okinawa, however, beczuse you
launched your air strikes there at dawn. I commented that you
shculd have launched your air sesrches at the same times Ead
thls bveen done the air sirikes would have hit Okinawxa, whigh
was but 110 miles away, long before your search plenes had
reached the outer limit of search, and further, if the enemy
had carrier task forces nearer thar 110 miles wouldn't it have
been well %o have discovered this before such carrier task
forces could catekh CTF 38 by surprise? Of course it is true
that some sxzall Jepanese creft might have plcked up one of
your search planes before the strike hit OKINAWA but this same
danger also spplied to the alr strikes which could have been
expected to be picked up by radar at 80-70 miles so the gupre
prige factor was necessarily snall. Actually TP 38t's fighter
Sweep was plczed up by enemy radar at 0830 which was only ten
minutes before the attack commenced.

-1&




Qe«-

As ¢ matter of fact the Japanese, as it turmed ocut, well
knew that you were in the area and had been aslerted long
before you arrived, This is being mentioned merely as
hindsight, but it shows that a commander in endeavoring
to decide whether or not to make a search must remember
.that the enemy also has scurces of intelligence which may
be as good as his, When you read the Japanese side of
this report you may be somewhat startled to discover how
much information they actuslly hsd,

T hope thet when you comse up here I will have a chance %o
ses you beecsuse I wish to change many of the "must haves”
or "should haves" to "d1d." In other words, I went to
put in here what idmiral Balsey, Mick Garney and you
actually thought rather than what I think you thought.

You will be interested to learn that I have had to guess
the Japanese side to a oonsiderable extent because some
of the data was destroyed, FEvery now and then I get new
information conserning matters onr whiech I have al ready
written. To date this new informastion has completely
supported what I had written., This 1s certsinly gratify-

With best regards, I am,
Your old friend,

R.W. ma.

Encl: Personal Comments doncerning Battle for Leyte
Gulf manusecript. :

Rear Admirsl R.,E, Wilson, USH,

Deputy Commander, Military Sea Transportetion Serviee,
Room 008 F ) 7-8 milmg'

MeLean Gardens,

39th & Newark, EW,

Washington, D.C.




June 2, 1952

Dear Captain Einter:

T have returned on bosrd after several weeks wandering
about the Country on extranecus mastters, and the first.
thing that hit my eye was the work whiech had done on
thess disgrams of the Battle for lLeyte .

The work is excellent, We are highly gratified at the
outeome. Y feel that without your personal attention and
intervention we would not have a 1ished any where
nearly £0 much as we now have accomplished,

There 18 cnc difficulty with the zip-a-tone material whieh
you used to indicate various characteristies of weather,
Unfortunately we are unable to resd the data underneath
gsertain of your gip-a-tone markings. I therefore plam to
oopy exaetly what you have given us and then to replace
your zip-a-tone marking with lighter sip-a-tone,

Por that reason I sm writing to ask you if you omn make
available to us a csrtalin smount of zip-a-tone paper as

follows:

38 sheets No, 4
10 sheets ¥o, 18
10 sheets ¥Wo, 33
20 sheets T-D

Por your i{nformation we plan to order some of this stuff
ourselves, but we have, in the past, had such a terriflo
time t0 obtain this that I smm afraid months will go by
befors we areadsquately supplied,

If you will supply us with this materisl we will replace
1t with ours when we get 1it, 1f yox& 8o desires, Capteain




Dimitrijevic 1s also writing you about thias, I think,

With best regards and with many, many thanks for an
outstanding job, I mm,

ij sincesrely yours,

R.W, BATES,

Captain R,0. Ninter, USK,
0?-533.

Room 8E609, Pentagon Bullding,
¥avy Depsrtuent,

Washington 25, D.C.




June 2, 1982

Dear Csptain Ruddys

You will be glad to learn that ocur oconferences in New York
with your Mr. Johnson and Mr, Blair of Pilm Graphics have
been very successful indeed. Pilm Graphiocs is doing well
with the "astory board” and Mr, Blair is very enthusiastie.
He sald, "this is a wonderful way to start msking one of
these £ilms,"

I think that Mr, Johnson and My, Blair make a fine oombine
ation in this work., Therefore, I hope that you will permit
¥r. Johnson to be at Film Oraphics as often as he desires,
Bo s very clever as an artist, snd I am sure, 1f I ocmn keep
him from trying to change the wording too much, that he

will be very helpful indeed, His only serious weskness is
that he 13 so snxiocus to make a good picture thaet he is
1iable to try to change the wording or the grouping of the
paragrephs so that the "thought processes,” which the film
is suppose to present, sre likely tec be lost.

I am extremely glad that we have him with us and I thenk

Jou for providing him, I sm plenning to follow this
story board” closely so that I may ensure that the "thought

processes”™ are adequately portrayed,

With best regerds, I mm,
Very sincerely yours,

R.W, BATES,

Gaptlin JeAs Ruddy. UsH,
Commanding Officer,

¥aval Photogrephiec Center,
Naval Air Station,
Anscostis, D.C.




June 3, 1952

Dear Captain Eobbs:

I sm scting as technical advisor on a film of the
Battle of Savo Island. |

The question has arisen as to whether PTulag! and Gavutu
Islands sre to be considered as part of Florida Islend
or whether they are independent islands of the Ngela
Group, and should be refeérred to as oclose to Florida
Islsnd, This latter is my ocholoe, but 35 1t correct?

Can you advise me by return mail as to the status of
these 1slands?

I sm asking you this since the matter is far from clesr
in either the pilot bocks or the charts,

Very sincersly yours,

R,W, BATES,
Commodore, USE (Ret).

clptain Ao Bo'bb.' VSN,
Hydrographer, U.8. Navy,
Hydrogrephic Office,
Weshington 25, D.C.
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June 4, 1952

Desr Admirsl Kinkstd:

I am now oompleting the dackground of the operatiocns for
the Battle for Leyte Gulf, It 1s very long and covers
ebout 600 double spaced typewritten pages. Strange as it
may Seenm, ths baukiround opercations have very little %o
do with the operatiocns of the foroces under your scommand,
but sre almost entirely soncerned with (a) the operations
of the 3rd Fleet sgainst Okinawa, Formosa snd the Philip-
pines, (b) the operations of CinCPoas and 7th Fleet -
submarines and (¢) the Jspasnese counter aetions, I have
had the 7th FPleet submarine operations reviewed by Admiral
Pichenor, who was the Chief of Staff to Admirsl Christie,
end in part by Admirel Christie himself, Admiral Tichen
csme up here to consult with me and was extremely -
complimentary of my snslysis of the 7th Fleet submerine
operations,

The point that I sm interested in now i3 with relation to
the movemsnt of the Philippine Attack Force (TF 77) to
Leyte., I am particularly interested es to the correctness
of my discussion of the mammer in whichk you arrived at

the decision made on October 16th to continue on to Leyte,
in light of the fact that Commsnder 3rd Fleet had snnounced
that he would be uneble to provide fast carrier forse

support for the King II operation., That matter 1s
discussed on pages 93, 93a snd 83b, I em therefore sending

you these pages with a request that, if you have tims, you
will read these few pages and will advise as to the
correctness of the snelysis,

With best regards and with hopes that your present assign-
ment in high scumend in the Govermment i1s to your liking,

I em,

Yery sincerely yours,

Encl: Pages 88 to 93¢ incl. R.W, BATES,

Admiral Thomas C. m.’-d. st,
2134 R Stmet. !W;
Waahington. D.Ce

Telephone: Dectr 41Z21.
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CONFIDENTIAL

SECURITY INFORMATION

June 4, 1982

Dear ilr. Blair:

I thought our meeting, as I told you in your car, was highly
successful and I have written to Captain Ruddy, who is the
Head of the Naval Fhotographic Center, to advise him to that
effect. I 8130 asked Captein Ruddy, in this letter, to

make it possible for Nr, Johnson to bs with you more frequent-
ly es he could be of help to you, -

I want toc be sure in drawing this Story Board thet we maintain
the principles that we enumerated, vis: That this film is
not primsrily s narrative of the Battle of Savo Island, but

is instead a film of the problems and situations whish face

a commander in battle and the thought processes through which
he goes in order to achieve his objectives, That is, the :
film is designed to show how the sommander errives at his
decisions and to indicate whether or not the decisions are
good or bad,

My feur is that there is still a tendency to consider this
a narrative snd to waste time with relatively unimportent
matters when everything should be oriented towards the
command decisions, In other words, all the arguments, for
exemple, asbout Gavutu, Tulagi and Florids Island are not
vital, and I don't think it wise to waste time on then,

However, I will answer some of the problems on that line 1f
1t will help at all.

Tulagl, for the present, is to be considered as an island
separate from Plorida Island and will be referred to as olosse
to Floride Island, In the meanwhile I am asking the
Hydrographic Office for a clearer statement of this,

I am st loss, at the present moment, to know why you desire
Admiral Crutchley!s orders and I sm therefore not planning to

send them., Next time I sm in New York I will discuss this
matter with you and 4f you need smplification I will provide

CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL -¢-

SECURITY INFORMATION

you with whatever i{s necessary,

Because of the questions in Mr, Jolmson's mind, I have
rewpritten the soript for page 28 snd sm forwarding
herewith a sorrected o¢opy. I have also changed the

"book™ to eonform. The corrected book pags mumber 58

is also forwarded herewith, Please plase it in your copy.

I should prefer that the Nepburm Report not be inecluded
in this film unless it 4s necessaery., I had the page
ghotographcd. but it suddenly deawned on me that it is
seoret” mnd I therefore hesitate to have it ineluded in

a confidentisl £1im,

Thank you for deiving me to the Almport. I appreciated 1t
very much snd 1t was most pleasant,

With best regards, I an,
Very sincerely yours,

R.W, BAYES,

Enolsy Page 56, BatSavis Manusoript
Page 28, BatSavis Script

M. Lee Blair,
Piln Graphlos,
248 W, 55th Street,
Hew York, X.Y.
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June 16, 1952

Dear Mr., Blair:

I am forwarding herewith picturel‘ of four of the Admirals
who were connected somehow with the Sgvo Island operation.

As you know, Ysmsmoto was the overall commander; Hikawe
cormanded the cruiser foroe; Yamada the S5th Base Alr
Porce; and NMatsuyasms Commander Cruiser Division EIGHTERN.

®his ought to help greatly in drawing the pictures of
:hbdcmgers to indleate the thought process snd who
s doing it, | A

T think that it would be well that if you would get to-
gether with Mr, Johnson and arrange a meeting next week,
I will be going to California right after the 4th of July
for three wesks and it seems well to have s meeting
before then., If after talking to Mr. Johnson you will
cell me and give me several elternative dates for next
week, I will advise you the one I =m able to accept.

With best regards and hopes that you ars progressing
well with your story bosrd, I am,

Very sincgersely yours,

Encl: 4 photos of above
Jap Admirals,

B.w. BATEB.

i, Lee Blair,
Pilm G‘lphicl.
245 W, 55th Street,
Yew York, N.Y.




June 16, 1952

My dear Mr. White:

I am writing to thank you and the governing committee
of the Newport Reading Room for their thoughtfulness
in extending the privileges of the Reading Room to the
guests of the Naval War College during the Global
Strategy Discussions,

The guests appreciated your interest in their welfare
vory much indeed and I am sure that by this gesture
of goed fellowship you contributed in a larger way
than one would believe towards the suceess of the
@Global Strategy Discussions.

The Newport Reading Room has slways had giiemotional
appeal to the many naval officers who have visited it
throughout the years, but I do not believe that this

appeal has ever been higher than at present,

Hay I thank you again for your gontinued assistance to
mo and to the Naval War College?

Very sincerely yours,

R.L. CONOLLY,

Vice Admirel, U. 8. Navy,
President.

Mr., Gustave J.S. mt.,
President,

Newport Reading Room,
Horport, Re Il

WRITTEN BY: Como R.,W, Bates




June 24, 1952

Desr Mr. Blairs

I will arrive in New York Thursday evening at 1838
(DST) and will remasin at the New York Yacht Club.
I plan to leave New York on the 1610 (DST) plane
Fridey, so I hope that you can arrange to have the
review started on time, 0900, in order that I may
get to the airport in time to catch that plane,

With dest regards and with hopes that I am not
putting too much pressure on you, I am,

Very sincerely yours,

R.¥. BATES,

o, Lee Bleir,
Pilm Orsphios,
248 W, 58th Street,
Heow York’ N, Y,




June 24, 1052

Dear Ceptain Minter:
Thank you very much for your 1otter' of Juns 19th,

We have been having similar trouble with our zip-a-tone
up here, However, we have now sent a dispatoh cslling
the matter urgent and believe we will have our gipe-a-tone
almost immediately. So, if you have not done so already,
Plesse forget the whole thing.

Onge asgain, thanks for the chert work on the weather, it
i1a sWell!

With bYest regards, I =m,
Vary sinscerely yours,

B.W. BATES.

Captain R, O, Minter, USKH,

Office of the Chief of Naval Operstions,
OpNav 533,

Room 5B-609, Pentagon Bullding,

Navy Department,

Washington 25, D,C.




June 25, 1952

Dear Bud:
Thank you wvery much for your letter.

Naturselly there are different schools in the study of operations
at sea. Quite obvicuasly I dbelong to & school which belleves
that there are cccasions when submarines must support fleet
operations dirootly. As you point out many submerine officers
sgree with this view, I am thorocughly 1ln accord with the view
that when nations have large merchant fleets and require these
merchant fleets for survivsl the destruction of these fleets 1s
of paramount importanse. Such was the case of the Island Empire
of Jspan, Submarine activities In the Western Pacific were, in
general; very suscessful and the condust of the commanding offie
cers superior. However this study i3 not concerned with the
overall activities of the submarines throughout the wsr, but
relates to their disposition and accomplishments in the Battle
for Leyte Gulf., Here I have endeavored to point cut that in
cases since they were to cover and support forces in
SoWesPac, the dispositions of the submarines Were incorrect,

I had hoped that you would write me scmething conceraning the
writeup on the submarines which I might have placed in the book
to cover some of the points to which you refer. )

If you will note, I have taken no stand conecerning whether the
submarines should have been under Admiral Halsey or remain under
CinCPo&. Perhaps later on in later volumes I might think it wise
to teke a stand, but at present the data on hand is not suffi-

ciently oconclusivs.,

If you disagree with Admiral Tichenor, it would be interesting

to know in what way., It of course oculd be that the mental
attitude in SoWesPac was different from that in CinCPocs. SoWesPac
submarines may have been somewhat of & nuisance to Commender Sube
marines Pacific since he had to supply SoWesPac wlith POA submarines,

You need not stop Helen'!s sllotmenti

With best regards, I am,
Your old friend,

RAém E.E. Yeomans, USN,

Room 4B713, Pentagon Bldg., R.%., BATES.
Navy Department,

Washington 25, D.C.




Daar Chiock:

I guess it is useless to say that I was surprised when I
received your recent letter conséerning my translators
because, being an 0ld seilor and planner, I never allow
myself to be surprised, %To be very honest I had anticipat-
ed that the loss of efther Nr. Kawskami or Nrs. Tenska
would probably osocur, I will say, however, that I am
%éaappointed because both of them have been very valusble
me,

The whole situation eame up, in part, because of sn error
in my office and, in part, becsuse of an error in your's,
Wo estimated here that we would bs through translating
before this time, but new information has been disgovered
and translation is s little slower than anticipated because
some of the Japanese stuff 1s almost 1llegible and has to
be dlown up, Also, Nr, Kewakami, in indiecating that
translations would be completed earliexr than estimated,
errad in belisving that sll we needed were top eocmmand
translations, This is absolutely untrue and I have very
carefully, in the past few months, endeavored to straighten
him out on this, I have found, on both the American side
and the Japanese side, that the sorrect story is contalned,
in many cases, in the reports of the juniors, I have often
found dispatoches in the ¥ar Diaries or Action Reports of
juniors which are missing, for reasons unknown, in the high
command reports, In this connection a great desl of
valuable information on the Japanese side has been obtained
from the reports of the destroyer commanders, I think that
the Jspanese succeeded in destroying eertain high level
information and, in so doing, forgot that the informatlion
might well be aveilable in the reports of the lower levels,

We can get on with but one translator, if we have to,
although properly we should have two as between them they
produsce translations which are far better than anything I
have seen heretofore and produce it faster,

pe




‘ ’ ' ’ I .

I am going to California on leave, departing on July 9th
and will be gone about thres weeks, My mother is in the
hospital seriocusly 111 snd has been that way some months,

One of your former assistants, and need I say admirer,
Captain Jim Hills, a Naval Aviator on the Staff of the
War College, i1s flying me down on July 8th, I shall see
you at about noon, I hope, on that day and then I will
taik to Mrs, Tanaka and Mr, Kewekam! and let them deeide
‘which one is to remain, 1f it 1s still necessary that one

80¢

i recognize that your desision in this matter, what sver
1t will finally be, is 2 sommand decision and we in the
chain of command must somply.

I sppreciate what you and "Germany” Curts have done in
this matter for me, and am only sorry that we sould not
have had better luck, As the Prench say, "Clest la viel"”

I may ask you if I may speak to Mrs., Rosenberg as sometimes
things like this have unexpested results, Perhaps she will
give me a "body.”

Outside of all of this, I sympathize with you thoroughly
over the heat of Washington. I hope that you are not
finding 1t too bad, Newport is wonderfully cool.

With very besf. regards, I am,
Your old friend,

R.W, BATES,

Rear Admiral Charles C, Hartman, ©USN,
OPNAY,

Room 4E474, PENTAGON Building,

Navy Department,

washington 25, D,C.




) ) 16 July 1952
Captain Joséph J. Rochefort
Kaval War College

Hewport, R.I.

Dear Joeg

" I hope things are going well with the editing for the "Battle
for the leyte Gulf®, I know that it will be well drne and I am grati-
fied that yru and the staff are werking so hard on it. If, in the
oditing, you cen see sSeme place where we can present seme of the Jap
side in suppoert of comments made ~n the Americen side, 1t would be
helpiul, So if y~u will ask your staff it~ keep an eye #spen for that
it will save tine.

I hope that the Kawikami issue has been settled. "It has always
been a pain ir ths neck, tmt this time I hope we can forget it for at
least one year, .

I t0ld Admiral Fyfe, Admiral Curts and Admiral Duncan that our
first volume would be out this fall] Everybndy was delighted.

I hope Captain Fceles has shown up t» read the first volume. If
he hasn't shewr up I wish yeu would call him and tell him that his
services are neéded. I told Captain Eocles that I wanted his opinien
ags te whethin to write "Battle Lessons™ or net. At the present time
I still feel that my original ides < ro "Battle Lezasnns™ should obtain
for this volume. I think it well ltemnr, to collect "Battle lessons®
for the firal volume - prebebly the third volume.

. I hrpe Nr. Kawikami's mnst recent translations have arrived, I
lonke? at them in Washingten end saw nothing particularly new. So our
volume is all right on that score.

However I am thinking seriously of mekirg a slight medification on
the 16th which medification will give two pe-sibilities in the mind of
the Chief 8fafPafffiather than ths one I gave there.

The weather here isswell and I am deaing my best i~ get 1n shape.
I was really tired when I gnt here. Give my be-t to everynne and
particularly to your beloved wife., Best regards,

Very sincerely yours,

R. W. Bates




16 July 1952

RADK Walld¢’Beakley
Naval War College
Newport, R.I.

Dear Beak:

I arrived safely in California after a delightful trip via a
FLOGWINGPAC plane., The VR-1l plares only make about 200 miles per hur
compared tn the VR~3's which make zbout 300, So I leok ferward tn a
return hop via a2 VR-3 plare,

I wrote you a note from Washingten after my c~nversation with
Admiral Duncan, I hope that you could read my writing. Since the
Club pen was not very gned I am reiterating hore what we discusseds:

1, WAR COLIEGE TRIPS: Admiral Duncan asked me whether I thought 4t
wise tn have the students at the War College make trips arcurd the werld
during the enllege year. Evidently the National War Collegs ard the
Armed Forces Staff College are making such trips. I told Admiral Dunean
that I didn't feel qualified tn speak for the War College and requested
that I be excused. Admiral Duncan said noe! that he wanted my persenal
opinion., In the presense of VADM Fyfe I said that I theroughly disapproved
of such trips, I gave as the reason the fact that the 10 menths course was
insufficient to learn what one had to learn, and that a trip of that kimd
would disrupt the course. Admiral Duncan said that he thoroughly agreed
with me; that that was his idea exactly. 8o that is where we sit now,

2. SELECTION BPARDS - Admiral Duncen wished to know what I theught
about Selection Boards being comprsed of so many VADM's, I told him that
I favored it. He wished to know why. I replied that in my mind there
would be mrre confidence among those being considered with many "Stars”
on’ the board than with lesser rank. I said further that 7 VADM's was, I
thrught, a very fair set up. Admiral Duncan said that the reason he had
decided on the 7 VADM's was exactly the reason I gave, and indicated that
he was quite pleased with my answer.

We talked about numérous other things, notably Admiral Fechteler's
health which we all agreed was excellent. I told Admiral Duncan that I
remonstrated with Adsiral Sherman because Admiral Shermén had teo many
details in his hands and I had alse remnnstrated with some of the deputy
CNC's, Evidently no one had had any effect on Admiral Shernan and he had
died. I said further that we hope that Admiral Fechteler wasn't going te
die and that judging from his appearance, unless he had some internal worry,
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which wasn't noticeable, he would be arourd for a long time, By the
way, Admiral Pecliteler arrived here a day eor so ago, but I didn't see
him, This was, moreocrless, my own chrosing.

I told Admiral Fyfe and Admiral Duncan as well as other Admirals,
that my first volume of "Battle for leyte Gulf" was practically finished
and would be out late this fall ar early this winter. They were very
pleased,

My leave 1s fine, I am dning nothing dut relaxing under the 01ld
Apple Tree ard my weight is gradually going down.

I am dictating this letter in Captain Bond's nffice. Captain Bend
is a graduate ~f our War College, and was a head of department fer
Correspondence when he was detached tn this assignment., Ee is extremely
proud of the War College and says that owr repeiition is inoreasing daily
and strongly, and that everyone wants the Nawil War College in preference
to any other college, In fact, one of his officers has just been ordered
te the War Crllege for a course in Logistics, which gratifies the officers
here as they have told me.

I hrps this letter finds you in very good health, and that ¥rs, Beaklsy
is at least as well as might be expected., Warmest regards. I am, as ever,

Very Sincerely Yours,

R. W, Bates




2/ July 1952

Captain J. J. Rochefort
Naval “ar College
Kewport, K.I.

Deay Jne:
Tharks fer your letter. It was exactly what I expected.

I am pianning te return on 31 July. This was my original
plan and I have now bes invited teo fly on & very fast plane
which is overwhelming in its pressure on me not tn miss it.

I regre’c. the he2t is se terrific « at least the papers sa.y
it is.

I g»n tn the Behemian Grove tomorrow.

Give my best to evervene and tec your family. Best regaxrds.

Very Sincerely Yours,

R. N. Bates
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July 31, 1052

Dear Chick:

I hope you don't think that I have been rude in failing
to reply to your very kind letter of July 10th relsting
to ¥r, Kawalmmi, However, you have resson to think so
since three wesks have elapsed since you wrote.

Actually, I have been away in California on leave and
only returnsd today. iy mother is quite 11l in the
hospital and I fear that she mny never get out of the
hospital, although, bellsve it or not, she has been there
one years Her improvement, if any, has bsen very little,

I appreciaste yowr kindness in handlini;gu metter and
I sppreciate Captain Stuart?ts help. ns that knows
me knows that I do not hold anyone that I don't mneed and

on occasions loan my own enlisted staff 1f for some
reason thers is but lirdlted need of them at the time.

We are trying to get all we can out of i, Kawakemi and
I am sure that by the end of the fiscel year we will dbe
through with cone, 1if not voth of them,

I hope things have been going well with you. Washington,

I know, has been extremely hot andi heat is not conducive
to best worke I think that educators and psychiatristas
say that the best temperseture for the brain is arocund
40°F and, for the body, around 60°F, Thersfors the
temperatures arcund 905}? you are at present experiencing
are necessarily bad,

California was swelll Temperatures averaged about 65°F,
Even the earthquake in no way affected my mental attitude

since 1t was slight in the San Franelsco area,

w1§h best_regards and maf’s meny thanks for your thought-
£ ss, I am,

Your old friemd,

ReW. BATES

]f;:ar t;d‘i&aira% Ct:;arlos Co Hartman, USN,

pu ef of FNaval Operations (Administ

Room 4E474 Pentagon Bullding, rationl,
Navy Department

Washington 25, DeCe
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